
Newsletter  

October 2020 

3rd Taunton (Bishops Lydeard) Scout Group   
We are going through strange and difficult times. I am so pleased we have been able to return to Scouting, 

albeit with some restrictions.  Our wonderful leaders have worked together to create and run an exciting 

programme in a safe environment for the benefit of Beavers, Cubs and Scouts.   

The drop-off and pick-up points seem to be working well, and will continue after half term, Thank you to all 

parents for your co-operation and understanding. 

MOVING FORWARD 

After Half-Term we will be continuing outside as much as possible.  We are doing our best to provide exciting 

activities with social distancing in mind, but it is proving quite difficult, so expect more hikes, fires and games.  

All Section Leaders will be having planning meetings over the next week for the next half term. If you have 

any ideas, or there are activities your child has particularly enjoyed, please do let us know!   

We have written a new Risk Assessment for the period after half-term which has been submitted to the 

Scout Association for approval.  This includes provision to enable us to move some of our sessions to indoors.   

BEAVERS  

Riverside and Woodland Beavers have been meeting at the same time on Mondays. From half term 

Woodland Beavers will move back to Thursdays at 5.30 to 6.30, Riverside will remain on Wednesday 6.00 to 

7.00.  We are welcoming some new Beavers after half term. Beavers may move indoors if the weather is 

particularly bad.  Pick up and drop off will remain the same. 

CUBS  

Cubs will remain outside after half term.  We have far too many Cubs to be able to fit safely in the Hall.  In 

very exceptional circumstances, where the weather is so bad that it is unsafe, we will have a Zoom meeting.  

Please remember though that our Leaders are very hardy and will not be put off by a little rain!  We are 

welcoming some new Cubs, and we will be having 2 groups within each Cub pack to accommodate these, 

and we will be introducing a staggered drop off and pick-up. 

SCOUTS 

Scouts will continue to meet at 7pm on Thursdays.  We currently have 18 Scouts, therefore if everyone 

attends on a particular day we will be unable to use the hut, whose safe distancing limit is 15.  If you know 

your Scout will not be attending please, PLEASE let us know in advance, so that the Leaders can use the hut 

when numbers permit. All Scouts should arrive wearing a mask and, if we do use the Hut, a mask must be 

worn indoors at all times.  

SUCRIPTIONS 

We agreed in September that we would review subscriptions from November.  The Executive Committee 

has agreed to maintain Subs at £13 per month (excluding August when we do not charge) for the remainder 

of the school year.  Neil our lovely Treasurer will be setting the November payments up soon.  No action 

should be required on your part now that our new system has bedded in.  The only exception here is 

Riverside Beavers where, I am sorry to say, another request to set up a new direct debit may be required. 



We are very aware that this has been a difficult time for some families.  We want all children to be able to 

access Scouting, and benefactors down the years have provided funds in trust to help families experiencing 

difficulties with costs. If you have any problems with paying the subscriptions, either using the system or 

finding the funds please contact Neil at treasurer@bishopslydeardscouts.org.uk .  All requests will be treated 

all cases with complete confidentiality.  

WHERE YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS GO 

Each Scout, Cub and Beaver pays 11 x £13 = £143 per year in subscriptions.   Here’s where it goes: 

 Annual  Monthly  

Scouts National HQ £29.00 £2.64 

Somerset County Scouts  £14.20 £1.29 

Blackdown District Scouts £13.80 £1.25 

Huish Woods Scout Site £10.00 £0.91 

Our own Sections  £55.00 £5.00 

Our Group (pays for the Hut etc)  £21.00 £1.91 
Total £143.00 £13.00 

  All Leaders and Executive members of the Bishops Lydeard Scout Group are unpaid volunteers.  

CONTACT DETAILS  

Woodland Beavers (David)  woodland@bishopslydeardscouts.org.uk 

Riverside Beavers (Andy)   riverside@bishopslydeardscouts.org.uk 

Oak Cubs (Paul)   oak@bishopslydeardscouts.org.uk 

Acorn Cubs (Jana)  acorn@bishopslydeardscouts.org.uk 

Scout Troop (Val)   scouttroop@bishopslydeardscouts.org.uk 

Treasurer (Neil)  treasurer@bishopslydeardscouts.org.uk 

Group Scout leader (Jana): gsl@bishopslydeardscouts.org.uk 

Safety Officer (Stuart)  safety@bishopslydeardscouts.org.uk 

Maintenance (Marve)  maintenance@bishopslydeardscouts.org.uk 

Quartermaster store (Paul) qm@bishopslydeardscouts.org.uk 

Cleaning (Kirsty)   kirsty@bishopslydeardscouts.org.uk 

Site Bookings (Neil)  bookings@bishopslydeardscouts.org.uk 

 

PLEASE CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS ABOUT OUR GROUP  

www.bishopslydeardscouts.org.uk  

 

CAN YOU HELP? 

Each of our Beaver Colonies, and our Scouts, need more help. If you would be willing to become a Section 

Assistant please either contact me or speak to your Leaders. There is a small amount of online training 

required, covering Safeguarding (Safety and GDPR). If we cannot get enough adult support we will be asking 

for parental support, you will be able to help once every half term.  

Riverside Beavers and Acorn Cubs need someone to cover the admin, this involves sending and responding 

to e-mails and updating attendance records if you can help please let me know.  

Jana Truby - Group Scout Leader, 3rd Taunton (Bishops Lydeard)  Scout Group   
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